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XXIV. Remarks on Swallrws on the Rhines
In a Letter from Mr. Achard, in Privy-
‘Garden, # Mpr. Peter Collinfon, F. R. S.

SIR, Sept, 7, 1762.
Read April 21, F N the latter end of March I took my
1763. paffage down the Rhine to Rotter-

dam: a little below Bafil the fouth bank of the ri-
ver was very high and fteep, of a fandy foil, fixty or
eighty feet above the water.

I was furprized at feeing near the top of the clift
fome boys tied with ropes hanging down doing fome-
thing ;. che fingularity of thefe adventrous boys, and
the bufinefs they fo daringly attempted, .made us ftop
our navigation to inquire into the meaning of it. The
watermen told us they were fearching the holes in
the clift for fwallows, or martins, which took refuge
in them, and lodged there all the winter, until warm
weather, and then they came abroad again.

The boys, being let down by their comrades to the
holes, put in a long rammer with a fcrew at the
end, as is ufed to unload guns, and, twiting it about,
drew out the birds. For a trifle I procured fome of
them. When I firft had them, they feemed ftiff and
difelefs. I put one in my bofom, between my fkin
and fhirt, and laid another on a board, the fun thin-
ing full and warm upon it. One or two of my
companions did the like.

That in my bofom revived in about L of an hour;

feeling it mave, I took it out to look at it, and faw
1 it
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it ftretch itfelf on my hand, but perceiving it not
fufficiently come to itfelf, I put it in again: in about
another quarter, feeling it flutter pretty brifkly, I took
it out and admired it. Being now perfeitly recover-
ed, before I was aware, it took its flight, the cover-
ing of the boat prevented me from feeing where it
went: the bird on the board, though expofed to a full
{un, yet, I prefume from a chillynefs in the air, did not
revive to be able to fly.

Remarks by Mr. Collinfon.

What I colle& from this gentleman’s relation is,
that it was the praftice of the boys, annually to take
thefe birds, by their apparatus and ready method of
doing it; and the frequency of it was no remarkable
thing to the watermen. Next it confirmed my former
fentiments, that fome of this Swallow-tribe go away,
and fome ftay behind in thefe dormitories all the win-
ter. If my friend had been particular as to the fpe=
cies, it would have fettled that pojnt,
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